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The Friends of the
Ipswich Museums

Newsletter
is published three times a year and

distributed free to all members. The

FoIM was set up in 1934 to support

the work and development of the

Ipswich Museums: Ipswich Museum in

the High Street, Christchurch Mansion

and the Ipswich Art School Gallery.

Since April 2007 the Ipswich Museums

have been managed as part of the

Colchester and Ipswich Museum

Service (CIMS).

Friends continue to provide financial

support to the Ipswich Museums as

well as acting as volunteers. The

Friends run outings, talks and other

events for their members.

The Friends provide guided tours of

the Mansion and Museum, including

free Peeps into the Past at the

Mansion throughout most of the year.

Tours for groups can be booked by

contacting the Mansion

(01473 433554).

FoIM is a member of the British

Association of Friends of Museums,

the Ipswich Arts Association and the

Suffolk Chamber of Commerce.

Contributions to the Spring 2015

Newsletter should be sent to the editor

by 1 Feb 2015.
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FoIM is a subscribing member of the Ipswich Arts Association, please

visit their website www.ipswich-arts.org.uk for further information.

Editor’s Notes

I have now completed 12 years as
newsletter editor. I took over from
Diedre Heavens at the start of 2003. I
had just retired from a scientif ic career,
during which I had done some editing of
technical journals. Diedre had produced
a newsletter of A4 sheets stapled
together in the top left hand corner. I
introduced the A5 format. Then in
Spring 2012 we had our first coloured
cover.

Originally I also arranged the printing
and distribution of the newsletter. In
Autumn 2012 I handed the
distribution over to Maria Suttle. I
now find myself working more
slowly and would welcome help
with preparing the newsletter and
booking leaflets for printing. Jerry
Latham our website manager
would also like to share his task.
Please contact any committee
member or the website if you
would be willing to help.

Last month we went to Devon and
visited Exeter and Plymouth
Museums, both of which have had
major refurbishments since our
last visit. Both were founded in the
late nineteenth century. These are
the museums I knew in my
schooldays. The exhibits had all
been re-organised into themes.
Both now have cafes and there
was a lot of information about how
major exhibits had been acquired.
Plymouth have an excellent
collection of 18th century furniture
and engravings, plus Joshua

Reynolds’ paintings of his family. They
also have a good display of china (they
briefly had a porcelain factory which
later moved to Bristol). Exeter has had
structural alterations to make a corridor
through the building and provide more
disabled friendly access. They have
retained one Victorian natural history
display as Ipswich plan to do. They also
have many more items on display than
previously.

Mary Halliwell
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Chairman’s Letter

By the time you read this, the long hot
spell of summer will be a distant memory
and we will be looking forward to
Christmas and the New Year. Our
committee has been planning events
and trips for members to enjoy and we
has also been able to donate funds to
several acquisitions and a display of
accessories.

Acessories Display at Mansion

The accessories display “Stepping Out
in Style” is now in the Mansion. The
Friends have funded this exhibition of
shoes, hats, bags etc. from the costume
collection, some of which have never
been on display before. Check out the
alligator bag - complete with alligator
feet – and the bag made from a
platypus! I am glad that fashion and
attitudes towards animal welfare are
rather more enlightened these days.

A Pocock Watercolour

FoIM have acquired a painting by
Edward Pococke, husband of Anna Airy,
for the Ipswich collection (see page
15). Although he is not as well-known
as his wife, he was an accomplished
artist and it was felt that one of his works
would complete the Anna Airy
connection.

Our 2014 Midsummer Dinner

The mid-summer dinner in June was a
great success with around 50 Friends
enjoying an excellent meal at Seckford
Hall. Although the evening was cool,
many guests enjoyed some time in the
beautiful grounds with a relaxing drink.
After dinner, we were entertained by
Charlie Haylock who gave us an
“eccentric look at the Suffolk dialect.”
He told us of several words and phrases
used in Suffolk which go directly back to
Anglo Saxon and also why Suffolk
people are often mistaken for
Australians. I have lost count of how
many times I have been asked if I am
Australian when taking groups from
other parts of the country on guided
tours!

Our Mansion Guides

We have had several interesting tours
by the Mansion guides over the summer
on various themes and some of the
guides were busy at the Museum
providing special events and talks for
Heritage weekend.

WW1 Celebrations

I was present at the commemoration at
the War Memorial in Christchurch Park
led by the Mayor, marking the outbreak
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of WW1 on 4 August. Melanie Hollis,
CIMS Learning and Engagement
Officer, read a passage from the diary of
Olive Turney, which is in the Ipswich
collection.

Olive was one of many women drafted
into jobs usually carried out by men
during the War. She was a taxi driver for
Egertons at 3-5 Northgate Street and
later became a lorry driver for
Ransomes, Sims and Jefferies. At dusk,
the beacon was extinguished – “The
lamps are going out all over Europe…”
There is a special exhibition about WW1
in the Museum – do go along and see it.

A Talk for Willis Pensioners

In July, I was asked to speak about the
Museums and the role of the Friends at
a dinner for retired Willis employees.
The talk took place in the Willis
restaurant in what is, of course,
Ipswich’s newest Grade I listed building.

Events at Mansion

In November, “The Mill Stream” by
Constable is being cleaned by a
specialist in Christchurch Mansion.
Visitors will be able to see the
restoration being carried out and the
guides will be on hand to help answer

questions from members of the public.

There is a new exhibition called
“Obscure Secure” featuring works by
women artists in the Wolsey Art Gallery.
Emma Roodhouse will be giving a talk
on the subject on 2 November.
Telephone 01473 433681 for further
details of how to book. The Friends will
be providing afternoon tea.

Friends’ Events (details page 7 &10)

We have lunchtime talks in November,
February and March at The Galley in
Woodbridge, an opportunity to visit the
Museum Stores in November and a visit
to the Imperial War Museum in London,
in March.

I hope to see many of you at the
Friends Christmas party to be held on
Wed 10 Dec. We will have drinks and
supper with entertainment by the
Ipswich Chamber Choir in the special
atmosphere of the Mansion at night.

Erica Burrows, Chairman

Please contact me if you would like to
discuss any aspect of the work of FoIM.
 01473 785152, or email
ericab@btinternet.com

Private View for FoIM Members

“Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows” 1831 by John Constable

Friends are Invited to a Private View at 6.30 pm on Mon 9 Feb 2015

of the Aspire Exhibition in the Wolsey Gallery.

RSVP: 01473 433554 or ericab@btinternet.com

Part of the Aspire programme (see page 22)

Access for cars and pedestrians via Bolton lane Gate
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Bill Seaman’s Column

It has been a busy summer at the
museums in Ipswich. Tidal Margins
followed on from Once Upon a Time as
another popular exhibition in the Art
School. I do hope that Friends had an
opportunity to see this fascinating
exhibition of mixed media contemporary
work inspired by the Suffolk coast. I’m
pleased that the quality of the exhibits is
also reflected in a good supporting
income from the sale of artists’ works.

Following the success of Tidal Margins
the artists have secured additional
funding from the HLF to enable free art
workshops throughout October
Saturdays (and1st November) in Ipswich
Museum. These promise to be
enjoyable drop in events and I hope
you’ll have the opportunity to come
along.

Next to come to the Art School is the
SPILL Festival and we are interested in
seeing the way cutting-edge
contemporary artists can use the
collections and museum spaces in new
and creative ways.

The events and exhibitions at Ipswich
Museum provide a valuable opportunity
to trial new ways of working which will
inform the next bid to the Heritage
Lottery Fund in February 2015 and
subsequent bids to the Arts Council for
the major capital development of the
site.

Do take the chance to see the WW1
display in Ipswich Museum. This was
the backdrop to a powerful performance
to commemorate the outbreak of war
called the Unreturning. This is the first
of a series of commemorative events
over the next few years.

Friends kindly supported the Stepping
Out in Style exhibition of costume and
accessories at Christchurch Mansion
which is a welcome opportunity to
display Ipswich’s significant costume
collection for wider appreciation.

Friends will notice much needed heating
works taking place in Christchurch
Mansion over the coming months and a
great deal of planning is going into
attempting to minimise the disruption to
the museum. There is never a good
time to undertake building works such
as these and every effort will be made
to ensure that the visitors’ experience
will not be impaired.

I must take the opportunity again to
remind you of the forthcoming display of
John Constable’s magnificent Salisbury
Cathedral from the Meadows (see page
22). This will be a major exhibit in the
Mansion from February 2015 to January
2016 and events and activities are in
preparation to make the most of this
wonderful opportunity to raise the profile
of Ipswich and its remarkable
collections.

Bill Seaman

Museum Manager

Visiting Colchester Castle

From 1 Jan 2015 Friends of Colchester
Museums and Friends of Ipswich Museums
will be given concessionary admission rates
for Colchester Castle . This will be £ 4.75 in
the first instance but may go up by around 10p
after April in line with inflation.
You will need to show your membership card.
Please ask the Membership Secretary for a
replacement, if you no longer have one.
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Friends’ Diary

Date Event Booking & details

Until 18 Jan

2015

Obsure Secure: work by 20th

century Women Artists plus 3

contemporary artists.

See museum website for details

of activites and events

connected with this exhibition.

Wed 10 Dec

2014

Christmas Party at the Mansion Booking Form enclosed with this

newsletter

Tues 10 Feb
onwards

Salisbury Cathedral from the

Meadows by John Constable on

display in the Wolsey Gallery

Part of Aspire project: see p 22

Wed 25
March 2015

Lunchtime talk on Constable by

Emma Roodhouse at The Galley,

Woodbridge

Booking Form enclosed with this

newsletter

Sat 22 Nov

2014

Tour the Mansion Stores with

Conservator, Bob Entwistle at

10.30am, 11.15am and 12 Noon.

Book at the Mansion

(01473 433554) or e-mail

ericab@btinternet.com

£3 per person

Tues 3 Mar
2015

Visit to Imperial War Museum,

London

Booking Form enclosed with this

newsletter

Wed 25 Feb
2015

Lunchtime talk on William Kent by

Paul Bruce at The Galley,

Woodbridge

Booking Form enclosed with this

newsletter

Tues 14 April
2015

Annual General Meeting Full details with next newsletter

Thurs 11 June
2015

Launch of Constable Garden
exhibition

Sun 14 Dec
2014

Victorian Christmas at Mansion:

Meet Victorian characters, learn

traditional dances and make

simple crafts to take home.

Drop in: 10am - 4pm

Free entry. Meet Santa and

receive a gift: £ 3

Mon 9 Feb
2014

Private View for FOIM members of

Salisbury Cathedral from the

Meadows by John Constable

Part of Aspire project: see p 22

RSVP see page 5

Please enclose a stamped self addressed
envelope when booking events.
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Friends News

Membership Secretary’s Report

Welcome to New Members
There have been 11 new members and

1 corporate member since the last

newsletter:

Ipswich & District Hotelliers’Association

Mrs K Perkins, Ebony, Louis & Louella

Mr & Mrs D Wall

Miss A Hoesl & Mr B Cooper

Mr & Mrs T Burrows

Mrs H Thompson

Mrs D Sheldon

Mr B Grant

Ms E Mason

Mr B Featherstone

Mr & Mrs A Barnett

Mrs C Cook

We extend a warm welcome to them all,

and look forward to meeting them in the

near future.

There were very few people who did not

renew their subscriptions, which was

encouraging. We now have 339

Members and 16 Corporate.

Membership Cards

As you will all be aware, the cost of

postage and acknowledging payments

has increased dramatically over the past

few years, and along with many

organisations, we have decided not to

issue Membership Cards after the first

one to new members. If you require one

for any reason, please let me know and

I will send it to you.

Subscriptions for 2015

Subscriptions are due on 1 January.

Most members have set up standing

orders so their bank automatically pays

their subscription. A subscription

renewal form is being distributed with

this newsletter for those members who

prefer to pay by cheque. This year

acknowledgement of your payment will

only be made if you supply an e-mail

address.

Barbara Cole

FoIM Membership Secretary

Kay Craufurd Benson

In Memoriam

When I joined the Friends of Ipswich

Museums, Kay was the Membership

Secretary. So – a long time ago! She
was also a guide at Christchurch

Mansion. I came to know her better

when I trained as a guide and
discovered Kay’s passion for and

knowledge of Art and Art History. To

hear Kay discussing the pictures in the

Mansion was an inspiration to me and to
her other listeners. She was also a

model of clear speaking. She became a
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good friend. Kay maintained an interest

in the fortunes of the Museums and the
activities of the Friends although she

could no longer take an active part.

Kay had a love of literature, of both the
spoken and the written word and was an

active member of the Suffolk Poetry

Society for many years.

A formative period in Kay’s long life was
her service as an officer in the ATS

during the Second World War. When

the war ended, Kay, together with
friends she had made in the ATS,

joined the Colonial Service and spent

some ten years in East Africa. Whilst

there she travelled to Syria, Turkey and
the Middle East, sparking an enduring

interest in travel. It is an indication of

Kay’s capacity for friendship that she
was in close contact with these ATS

friends until their deaths – the most

recent being two years ago.

Kay had a lifelong interest in current

affairs, both national and international,

and had staunchly held views on the

social and political issues of the day. In
her later years Kay was housebound but

retained her clear, incisive mind. She

spent her days with her pictures, her
books, her radio – tuned to Radio 4 for

her essential daily dose of news and

current affairs – and the view into her

beautiful garden.

I remember my visits to Kay with

affection. She took an interest into my

activities, and often had a pile of
cuttings from newspapers and

magazines which she thought would be

of interest to me. She had similar piles

for other friends. We would discuss the

– usually lamentable – state of the

world, and our inability to put it right.
But the visits were not solemn. Kay was

lively and very good company. She is,

and will be, sadly missed.

Ann Bryant

Maritime Festival 16/17 August

The Friends and the Museum Service

shared a pitch at the Maritime Festival

this year to promote our Ipswich
Museums. Bob Entwistle manned the

stall on Saturday along with trainee

Hilary, a stuffed turtle and various other

nautical and maritime artefacts for the
public to wonder at. Wendy May, one of

our front of house staff, and Erica

dressed up for the occasion (see
picture) and had great fun meeting

visitors and other stallholders. The turtle

came too, causing some interest to the

passers-by, including a marine biologist
who was also much intrigued by the

collection of shells and marine creatures

on show. Gary and Barbara Butler, John
Lapsley and Sarah Killick all came along

to support us on a very busy and

blustery Sunday at the waterfront.

At the Maritime Ipswich Event
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Visit to Stores at Mansion

There has been much interest from
members in seeing “behind the scenes”

and we have therefore arranged a visit

to the Mansion stores especially for
FoIM members. Bob Entwhistle, our

expert conservator, has kindly agreed to

take visitors to view some of the reserve

collection at 10.30, 11.15 and 12 noon
on Saturday 22 November. Due to the

restricted space, we can only show 6

people around at a time so please book
by telephoning the Mansion on 433554.

Please meet in the Great Hall at least 5

minutes before the tour starts. £3 per

head, pay on the day.

2015 Christmas Party

We are holding our Christmas Party on
Wednesday 10 December at the

Mansion. A booking form is being

distributed with this newsletter.

This year the entertainment is being

provided by Ipswich Chamber Choir.

The choir was established 30 years ago

and has a reputation for the highest
standard of performance. Their

conductor is Christopher Borrett who

studied at Oxford and now lives in
Colchester. His commitments include

teaching, as well as an increasing

amount of recitals, both solo and with

the best choral ensembles in London.

Victorian Christmas at Mansion

The 2014 Christmas Drop-in event at

the Mansion will be on Sunday 14

The Mansion in snow

December. There will be family activities

plus a visit from Father Christmas.

Aspire Private View

Friends have an Invitation to see

Constable’s Salisbury from the Meadows,

on Mon 9 February 2014. See Page 5

Lunch Time Talks

Paul Bruce has organised two lunch

time talks at The Galley Restaurant in

Woodbridge. On 25 February Paul will
talk about “The Life and Work of William

Kent”. On 25 March Emma Roodhouse

will talk about John Constable’s

paintings.

Booking forms for both events are being

distributed with this newsletter.

Visit to Imperial War Museum

On Tuesday 3 March a coach trip has

been arranged to the imperial War

Museum in London. This Museum has
recently been re-opened after a major

renovation. Our visit is planned to

coincide with an exhibition of World War

One art.

A booking form is being distributed with

this newsletter.
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FOIM Odyssey to Kent Sep 2014 - A Personal View
Mike Bettell tells us of his experiences during the recent Friends visit to Kent .

Kent is the county of flowers, gardens,
hops and houses costing squillions. Its
lustre is dulled only by traffic, Margate
and the Thistle Hotel, Brands Hatch.
The Friends of Ipswich Museums visited
Kent from 17 to 19 September and an
exciting and stimulating programme
was on offer.

At 11am precisely as planned John, our
indefatigably cheerful driver, parked the
coach at our first stop by Lullingstone
Roman villa. An articulate and attractive
young lady gave us an interesting
background talk and, after we'd had a
snoop around, a rather less articulate
and attractive young man talked about
the wondrous mosaic floor which is the
centre piece of the display. I f irst visited
the villa at the age of 9 but was rather
more impressed then by the silkworm
farm which was close by. I've since
discovered that it moved in 1956 which
only emphasised to me how old I now
am.

Next, it was Down House, the home for
40 years of Charles Darwin. It contained
many of his artefacts and records and
several of the rooms had been carefully
constructed from contemporary
photographs to show them as if Darwin
had just walked out of the door. The
gardens, which he loved, were also
impressively tended. Darwin was a
family man first and foremost yet his
scientif ic output was prodigious and
changed the thinking of mankind. This
would probably not have happened if he
had not inherited significant wealth
which allowed him to travel and study
nature nor, I suspect, if he had not had
the support of Emma, his devoted wife.

How different the world may have been
if these happy coincidences had not
happened.

Our home for the next 2 nights was the
Thistle Hotel, Brands Hatch. Val and I
were very impressed when we walked
into our room: it was enormous as it
was equipped specifically for the
disabled and even had 2 double beds.
But the edge was taken off when we
walked into the wet room. We realised
why it was called thus when we saw a
large wet patch on the ceiling. However,
we were just unlucky. For all the
previous trips we’ve done with the
Friends the hotels have been very good
and, to be fair to this one, most of the
people we spoke to were very happy
with their accommodation. For the
modest cost of the package we could
not expect gourmet food and we were
not wrong - at least for the first night's
dinner. But things improved. Breakfast
was good and the dinner on night 2,
apart from my chicken which was of
pensionable age, was much better.

The next day dawned misty and foggy
with no clear view ahead - an allegory
perhaps for Scottish referendum day.
After a fulsome breakfast we set off for
Standen, the country "cottage" of 21
bedrooms of the Beale family. Built in
the 1890s and designed by Philip
Webb, it stands on a slope overlooking
the River Medway. Webb incorporated
the original farmhouse and barn into the
design and deliberately created the
feeling that the building had developed
in stages over time when, in fact, it was
built in one. From each viewpoint, a
different aspect, roof line or shape is
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presented. There is great attention to
detail: everything from the fireplaces to
the light fittings and even the finger
plates on the doors are unique to the
building. Modern innovations such as
electricity and central heating were built
in and the architect’s belief that quality
should override quantity is everywhere.
All the big names of the Arts and Crafts
movement contributed – William Morris,
William de Morgan (ceramics) and
W.A.S. Benson (metalwork). The
gardens and grounds are impressive; I
was particularly taken with a slope on
the western aspect on which had been
planted acers and maples, rich in colour
and form in the warm autumn sunshine.

We moved on to the museum and art
gallery in Royal Tunbridge Wells where
we hoped to meet "Disgusted" but we
didn't. Instead, we were greeted by an
enthusiastic, theatrical young Canadian
who made the most of the rather
meagre content. We appreciated his
energy and came away better informed
about how the town had contributed to
the First World War through its many
hospitals for wounded soldiers. We

were also impressed by Paul standing
up for Ipswich Museums against the
Canadian's assertion that nowhere else
in the country could you get "up close
and personal" with old masters. Good
on you, Paul.

Our very full day was completed by a
visit to All Saints Church, Tudeley, which
is blessed with 12 stained glass
windows by Marc Chagall (1887-1985,
to settle a discussion in the church
about when he died). I say blessed
because no doubt many tourists come
to view and contribute substantially to
the church funds as the beautifully
smooth and well painted walls bore
witness. The brilliant colours in the glass
were emphasised by the light of the
afternoon sun behind, but I found the
windows enigmatic and puzzling. The
fog cleared a little as I read a useful
interpretation of each on a sheet of A4.
But even this document seemed
uncertain about some of the artist's
messages. They had been
commissioned to commemorate a much
-loved daughter who had drowned at the
age of 21. I couldn't decide whether I
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was moved more by the windows or the
story behind them. [In the next article
Anne Parry tells us more about these
windows –editor.]

We awoke on our final day to discover
that our kingdom was to remain united.
As if to celebrate, the sun shone brightly
after a stormy night both politically and
meteorologically. Our next venue was
Turner Contemporary in Margate. As we
drove in, the contrast was stark
between the new and expensive gallery
(known by the locals as “the shed”) and
the seediness of the old sea front. After
years of debate the controversial
building got the go ahead to celebrate
Turner’s connection with Margate and
as part of the plan to regenerate East
Kent; it is said to have brought £30m to
the local economy since it opened in
2011. The exhibition showed the artistic
journey of the Dutchman Piet Mondrian
(or Mondriaan until he went to Paris)
from the conventional to abstraction,
much of which was influenced by

theosophy, a form of religious
mysticism. It was admirably curated.
We were led through it by a
knowledgeable young guide who
captivated us with her excitement,
thoughtful insights and anecdotes about
her Dad. Our final port of call was the
Whitstable Museum containing a rather
whimsical collection including a
selection of WW1 cartoons which
provided an interesting comment on
contemporary society.

To end, our thanks must go to John our
driver who safely negotiated the
narrowest of lanes in Kent and, to our
relief, decided not to take the coach
through a ford. And, of course, to Paul
and Jean for taking so much trouble to
conceive, plan and execute the trip.
These events don't just happen and we
are all most grateful for the time, effort
and caring thoughtfulness they put in to
make our visit so enjoyable and
successful.

Mike Bettell

The Chagall Windows at Tudeley Church

Ann Parry tells us the history of the stained glass windows admired by the Friends
on their recent visit to Kent.

A visit to Tudeley Church to see the
Chagall windows while on the FoIM trip
to Kent was a real treat. The little
church glowed like a jewel from the vivid
blues, greens and gold of the windows.
The windows were commissioned by Sir
Henry and Lady d'Avigdor Goldsmith in
1965 to commemorate the death by
drowning of their beloved daughter
Sarah. Lady Goldsmith recalled visiting
the Paris exhibition of Chagall's
windows for the Hadrassah Medical
centre in Jerusalem, and how much

Sarah had enjoyed them. Chagall
visited their house, Somerhill, to discuss
the project and although initially
reluctant, he fell in love with the little
church and announced he would design
all the windows.

The great East window is a fairly
representational memorial of the event.
In the swirling waters Sarah floats,
overlooked by Christ the Saviour. On
the North aisle the colours are blue and
green to represent hope and
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.forgiveness, beginning in the Garden of
Eden, They include a few details such
as the ass and the dove, favourites of
Chagall, but are mainly meditative.
Chagall said he was inspired by Psalm
8: “What is man that you are mindful of
him....You made him a little lower than
the heavenly beings …. you put
everything under his feet: all the flocks
and the beasts of the field, the birds of
heaven and the fish of the sea.....” and
all of them can be seen in the windows.
In the South aisle, where the sun shines
through, they are yellow and gold to
represent joy and the Resurrection.

It was the windows in the Chancel,
generally considered to be Chagall's
best work, that caused problems. The
story goes that strong objections were
raised to removing the Victorian
windows representing the Four
Evangelists. It was said that Chagall
was not English, and not a Christian..
But Lady Goldsmith was apparently a
formidable lady and since her husband
had recently died she was determined
to complete the project they had
planned together. The row rumbled on
for some years. Imagine the poor vicar
in the midst of this. The four windows
were exhibited in the 1985 Royal
Academy Exhibition of Chagall where
the catalogue notes that they were
intended for the Chancel of Tudeley

Church. Eventually a compromise was
reached. At the suggestion of Sir Hugh
Casson, the four Victorian windows
were removed and placed in the vestry,
with special backlighting to illuminate
them. The Chancel windows were
inserted to complete the project.

Anne Parry
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New Acquisition: The Brook at Playford (1935) by Geoffrey

Buckingham Pocock

The Friends have
recently provided
funds to purchase a
water colour by
Geoffrey Buckingham
Pocock (1879-1960).
This is the first
picture by this artist
to be added to the
Ipswich Museum
collection. The
painting shows
cottages at Playford
which no longer exist.

Geoffrey attended the
Slade School of Art
from 1901 to 1903
where he studied oil
and water colour
painting, etching and
pastelling. He received a first class
certif icate for painting and drawing. In
WW1 He was a Lieutenant in the East
York Regiment.

He married Anna Airy (1882-1964) in
1916. They had met at the Slade School
of Art.

He was Life Master and taught etching
at the Battersea School of Art.

He exhibited at the Royal Academy
from1909 to1936, and had a studio in
Hampstead until the early 1930s when
he moved to Playford with Anna.

Anna Airy: A Plaque and an Exhibition

A Blue Plaque at Playford

Paul Bruce has arranged for a blue
plaque to be erected on the house in
which Anna Airy and Geoffrey Pocock
lived and worked. The plaque
celebrates George Bidell Airy who
purchased the house around 1930, and
his granddaughter, Anna Airy who lived
in the house from 1934 -1964.

First World War Art Exhibition

Anna Airy was one of the first women
officially commissioned as a war artist.
There is an exhibition of her work
during the First World War at the UCS
Waterfront Gallery from 19 November
2013 to 10 January 2015.
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Conservation Corner

Bob Entwistle reports on recent conservation work which has been performed in

Ipswich Museum.

Stepping Out in Style

Thanks to the generosity of the

Friends we have been able to put on

an exhibition of accessories at

Christchurch Mansion.

We have on display a selection of hats

bonnets, shoes and handbags from

our own collections and from

Colchester ’s collections.

With the help of volunteers and Anna
Todd, a textile conservator, we have
been able to make mounts on which to
display some very fragile hats and
handbags.

The volunteers, Anna and I

experimented with various methods of

making mounts for the hats and

handbags. We used Fosshape, a type

of fabric which when heated becomes

hard. This was useful for making “trays”

in which to display fragile handbags.

We also used linen scrim soaked in

starch paste around forms to make

mounts to display fragile hats.

The mounts were cut to shape and

painted, and edged. After the exhibition

the hats will be stored on their mounts

to provide a safer secure storage

methods. A big thank you must also go

to Darren Stevens, Graham Weber, Liz

Arditi and Ciara Canning. They built the

cases, did the graphics, and researched

the collections.

Making a dress box

In the stores there is a an 18th century

dress purportedly worn at the

coronation of George I. With it is a

quilted underskirt. Both were packed

into an acidic box that was much too

small for them, and were suffering as a

result.

The Skills For the Future interns from

Museum of East Anglian Life were

asked to store the skirt more

sympathetically in an acid free box.

The two interns, Emma and Steve

carefully removed the items from the old

box and spread them out on a clean

tabletop. They both carried out a

condition report on the dress and

underskirt taking copious photographs,

and measured both items.

They then made a new Correx box in
which to store both dress an underskirt.
The measurements of the dress were



FoIM Newsletter - Autumn 2014

17

transferred to Correx fluted plastic
sheets which were cut to shape, and
formed into a large base and lid.

The dress and underskirt were laid in

the box with all folds “rounded” out with

acid free tissue and Plastazote wedges

to prevent creases. The items are now

stored safely and can be easily viewed.

The Puzzle Jug

The Puzzle Jug was accidentally

knocked off a shelf by a child in

Christchurch Mansion. All the pieces

were photographed and carefully

collected. They were bagged and

brought to the museum.

Carrie Willis, a front of house duty

officer, volunteered to piece the jug

together.

Carrie, besides working with the front of

house, is also doing the Conservation

Technicians Qualif ication. This entails

learning basic conservation techniques,

learning about storage packing and

environmental control. She has decided

to fund this qualif ication herself and

comes into the lab on her days off.

She carefully washed all 65 pieces of

the puzzle jug, including a bag of

fragments and began to slowly piece the

jug together with masking tape. This dry

run is necessary to establish which

pieces go where and to ensure that no

pieces are “locked out”

Only after the dry run can the pieces be

stuck together and the jug properly

reconstructed.

Everything we do in conservation should

be reversible. This is so the object can

be safely dismantled, because in the

future a better method of reconstruction

may be found. Also if a mistake is made

when reconstructing the pot, the pieces

can be easily realigned.

The adhesive most conservators use is

called Paraloid B72. It is a resin that is

easily dissolved in a range of available

solvents.

Carrie has begun to rebuild the jug . We

will keep you informed on how she is

getting on.
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Caleb and Hilary, Skills for the

Future Interns

Caleb and Hilary, the Skills for the
Future volunteers, have completed their
one year placement with the museums
service. During that time, as well as
doing documentation projects, they have
been completing their Conservation
Technicians Qualif ication. This
qualif ication ensures that they will
leave with a basic knowledge of
conservation, storage, packing, pest
and environmental control. Hopefully
this will mean that they will f ind it
easier to gain full time employment in
another museum or similar.

On Monday 2 September they were

assessed by an external assessor

who travelled down from Leamington

Spa. The assessor, a professional

conservator, was sent by the Institute

of Conservation to look at the work

they have done over the year and to

see if they had met all the standards

for the qualif ication. As yet we don’t

know if they have passed, but we are

quietly confident.

CIMS work at Lullingstone

On their recent trip to Kent the Friends

would have seen 3 skeletons in glass

cases. The skeletons were conserved

and redisplayed by Emma Hogarth and I

in 2009. I was asked to quote to

conserve and redisplay the skeleton of

the baby, goose and dog. The skeletons

in their old display cases were delivered

to Colchester museum lab which has

more room . The skeletons were

suspended on old tins of duplicating

toner and bits of wood. We conserved

and cleaned them and redisplayed them

in exactly the same positions on

lightweight Aerolam Board and

recreated their original in situ look with

resin and the original soil.

Bob Entwistle
Conservator
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The Assault on the Town of Oudenarde

This is the 4th of a series of articles about The Leathes Picture Collection. The first

three articles appeared in the most three recent past issues of this newsletter. This

article relates to the large picture from the collection which currently hangs on the

staircase leading from the Victorian wing to the Kitchen at the Mansion.

Over many years pictures in many
collections suffer an identity change.
This is one of them. In the 1852
inventory of pictures at Herringfleet Hall
this picture is entitled “View of a siege of
a town by the Duke of Marlbro who is
represented surrounded by his staff”. In
1920 the picture was loaned to Ipswich
where it was recorded as “The Assault
on the Town of Oudenarde”. Richard
Leathes has recently had notif ication
from the Oudenarde Museum that the
town is not Oudenarde. At present we
do not know where it is. Could it be a
fictional landscape? The walled town,
the church spire, the old bridge and the
mountain in the background suggest it
could be an artistic creation.

At the beginning of the eighteenth
century there was no such thing as
photography, and the idea of having an
artist in the army was not known. So
battle or war scenes tended to be
portrayed as theatre, as depicted for
instance at Blenheim Palace in the
tapestries. In the Verdussen picture
everyone seems to be relaxed, so did
the artist actually visit a camp?

There was, however, in the English
army a soldier, the son of an artist, who
could draw and paint. His name was
Marcellus Laroon (1679–1772). He
joined the army in 1707 and found
himself in the camp in Meldert that year.
The army remained there from 1 June
1707 to 10 August 1707, and in an
exhibition of his paintings and drawings

at the Aldeburgh Festival in 1967, two of
his war sketches were included, one
drawn in Meldert camp.

What do we see in the picture that is the
subject of this article?

In the bottom left-hand corner a woman
appears to be cooking. Two soldiers to
her right are standing, one looking over
his left shoulder in the direction of a
group of horses. On an upturned cask
beside him is a tankard. The man in the
blue jacket beside the standing soldiers
has raised his tankard, presumably to
propose a toast which is being
witnessed by another couple of soldiers
sitting beneath a canopy over which
hangs what looks like a pub sign. There
is a predominance of red in the
uniforms, assuming an English army
scene.

Nearby to the right is Marlborough and
his staff. He is pointing in the direction
of the town, but looking elsewhere. The
archives at Blenheim Palace at present
do not recognise his uniform, so is it
Marlborough or one of his generals? A
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horseman, wearing a blue tunic,
appears to have entered the group,
possibly bringing information.

Between those on the higher ground
and the river is a group of horses being
attended to in the area of the large white
tent. A building, or another tent, has a
flag above it. There appears to be a
considerable amount of relaxed activity
near the rows of tents this side of the
bridge over the river.

Beyond the town on the hillside is a
large area surrounded by a wall.
Probably meant as a military campsite, it
appears to be empty. Was this a French
camp now deserted with the English
about to take it over, or was it an English
camp from which the army has moved
out? The oddity, for me, is the
encampment in the foreground when
there appears to be a perfectly good
campsite beyond the town.

This doesn't look like a siege, or the
preparations of an assault. We don't
know when Leathes purchased this
picture, but he left the Continent never
to return in 1722, and by this time he
must have been the owner of the picture
for several years.

For me there is real confusion over the
identity of the artist. The 1852 inventory
does not give the artist's forename. On
the green front of the catalogue of the
pictures that were donated to Ipswich in
1992, there is a reproduction in black of
this picture, and the artist's name is

given as Jan Peeter Verdussen. In the
catalogue itself the artist's name is given
as Peeter Verdussen, 1662 to after
1710, and the picture is apparently
signed P. Verdussen. Jan Peeter was
born about 1700, the son of Jacob
Verdussen, and died in 1763. I cannot
see that this picture was painted by Jan
Peeter.

I am indebted to Richard Leathes and
Mrs Karen Wiseman, Head of Education
at Blenheim Palace.

Adrian Parry, July 2014
Past Chairman of FoIM

Sources:

“Marlborough” by Winston Churchill

Laroon: Catalogue of Exhibition at
Aldeburgh Festival and subsequently
Tate Gallery , London 1967, essay by
Robert Raines
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The Cobbold family played a big part in
the development of Ipswich. The family
was involved in banking and brewing.
John Chevallier Cobbold, MP (1797-
1882) was responsible for bringing the
railway to Ipswich. ‘Ivan’ Cobbold and
his wife Blanche of Glemham Hall are
remembered for their support of Ipswich
Town Football Club. Felix Cobbold not
only gave Christchurch Mansion to the
people of Ipswich, but also left money
to purchase items to display in the
Mansion.

This book written by Clive Hodges (a

free lance historian) working closely

with Anthony Cobbold (keeper of the

Cobbold Family trust) gives a accounts

of 32 individuals all now dead, including

John, Ivan and Felix. Many of the

people described are descendants of

John Cobbold (1746-1835) the

grandson of Thomas Cobbold, who

started Cobbold’s Brewery. John lived

in Holywells Park (shown on cover),

married twice and had twenty two

children.

The book is in eight sections, according

to the fields of endeavour. There are

four biographies per section. The

earliest two subjects appear in The Arts

section. They are both from Norwich –

William Cobbold (1530-1586) a gold

and silver smith and William Cobbold

(1560-1639) an organist and composer.

Gordon Chevallier Cobbold (1903-

2004), a Brooklands motorcycling ace

in the Sport section is the family

member who has died most recently.

The other sections are Industry and

Agriculture, Faith, Empire, Public

Service, Science and Academia, and

Military Service. We meet members of

the family which have penetrated every

continent and left their mark.

While this book does not give an

overview of the entire Cobbold family,

the members chosen to be looked at in

detail are well scattered across the

family tree shown in the introductory

pages. There is also a comprehensive

index of all family members mentioned

throughout the book.

Mary Halliwell

Book Review: Cobbold & Kin, Life Stories from an East Anglian

Family by Clive Hodges

Boydell Press, 2014. £25 ISBN 978 1 84383 954 5
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Barnes Construction

Belvedere Reproductions Ltd

W D Coe Ltd

The Dove Street Inn

Dummett Copp

Glasswells Ltd

Gough Hotels

Ipswich Building Society

Kersey Solicitors

The Ipswich School

Ipswich High School for Girls

Ipswich & District Hoteliers

Association

The Linden School of Music

Ryan Insurance Group

Suffolk New College

Watson & Hillhouse

Our Corporate Members

The Aspire Project

Constable’s Salisbury form the Meadows, 1831 was

secured for the British public through the Heritage

Lottery Fund, the Manton Foundation, the Art Fund

(with a contribution from the Wolfson Foundation) and

Tate Members. Aspire is a five-year partnership project

between five partner institutions supported by the

Heritage Lottery Fund and the Art Fund to enable the

work to go on almost constant view across the UK.

The five partner institutions are Tate Britain, Colchester

and Ipswich Museum Service, Salisbury and South

Wiltshire Museum, National Galleries of Scotland, and

National Museum Wales
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The FoIM Committee 2013-2014

President: Gay Strutt

Vice President: Paul Bruce

Chairman: Erica Burrows

Vice-Chairman: John Lapsley

Secretary: Gary Butler

Treasurer: Peter Stockdale

Membership Secretary: Barbara Cole

Newsletter Editor: Mary Halliwell

Members: Jerry Latham, Sheila Brooks

Kathleen Daniel, Jean Attenborrow

IAA Representative: Ferial Evans Rogers

Ipswich Society Rep: Ken Wilson

Ex-officio Member: Bill Seaman, Museum Service Manager

All members of the Committee can be contacted via
our Website www.foim.org.uk

or c/o Ipswich Museum, High Street, Ipswich IP1 3QH

Membership rates are:

Joint/Household £15

Single £12

Student (under 25) £3

Corporate £100

These are the minimum fees. We

would not dream of preventing anyone

paying more. A membership form can

be downloaded from our website or

contact our Membership Secretary:

Barbara Cole, 35 Pownall Road,

Ipswich IP3 0DN, 01473 287716.

Those interested in becoming

corporate members should contact us

direct via the website.

Membership as a Gift
All you have to do is send the

appropriate subscription (payable to

FoIM) together with contact details of

the recipient to Jerry Latham, who will

prepare a gift pack for you to send.

Membership Details
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www.foim.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ipswichmuseums

Registered Charity Number: 275527

We welcome new members to help us support our excellent Ipswich Museums.

Details of membership are given on page 23

We use the website to advertise events which are notified too late to be

printed in the Newsletter.

In this issue:

Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows, 1831
John Constable (1776-1837)
© Tate, London 2013

The Brook at Playford
Geoffrey Buckingham Pocock
See page 15

Friends on their recent trip to Kent See page 11


